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MEMORANDUM FOR: Devuty Director for Intelligence

SUBJECT: The World Whale Population

1. The attached memorandum is in response to Mr, Helms'
request for a statement on the effect of whaling activities
on the population of large whales.

2. The memorandum points out that excessive catches
by the Soviet, Japanese, and Norwegian whaling fleets are
causing all species to diminish, Although the sperm whale
is not yet approaching extinction, the blue and humpbacked
Species are, and their chances for survival are not great,
Interestingly enough, the decimation of the humpbacked whale
is due largely to the activities of whalers operating from
shore stations in New Zesland and Australia,
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